Most of my life has been spent in the great outdoors, my childhood memories are of my parents taking my sister, brother and I somewhere way back in the mountains camping and exploring.  

I moved to Princeton in 1988 and began to work as a forestry contractor. For many years I chased (but never caught) the mountain pine beetle as it devastated the pine forests in the area. For 17 years my jobs lead me to just about every area from the US border in the south to Logan Lake in the north. 

I began a new chapter in my life in 2005; I began working on recreation sites & trails for the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts in the Cascades Forest District. People talk about “life altering events”…well this was mine, I got bite by the history bug. It happened while I was locating, mapping and researching the historical trails in the Northern Cascade Mountains. Following in the steps of our ancestors when they used these early transportation routes and learning the history from the first recorded trips over them was a magical combination.  The deep embedded trail tread, pounded into the earth by thousands of laden horses over 160 years ago is still clearly visible.  The natural beauty of the area, as described in the first written historical journals, is still the same today.  
After completing the 25 kilometers eastern section of the Hudson’s Bay Company Brigade Trail in the vicinity of Jacobson Lake, I became intrigued by what lay west of the Cascade Divide. I had read of the hardships that faced the brigades over that section of trails referred to as “Mason’s Ridge. From the peak of Mount Davis it looked challenging and the notes of the brigades confirmed it. I had to find out for myself if there was anything of it.  The only section of the designated trail according to the Provincial Recreation Inventory was a short piece at the Hope end. I began my search of various hiking clubs around Hope, looking at websites and other research avenues to try and find out more about the trail and its current condition.  There was some old information out there but nothing recent so I started to check out some possible routes on the ground. Most leads ended in sore feet, tired legs and skeptical companions. Good thing for my dogs, they were the only ones wanting to accompany after a few failed attempts at finding the trail. 
In 2008 I began trying to find a contact in the west. Brad Hope told me he was going over to Hope to do a Grizzly Bear presentation to a group called the Hope Mountain Centre for Outdoor Learning. I went along to see if anyone there knew about the HBC trail, and also to extend an invitation to our BC150 Celebration at Jacobson Lake in July 2008. It was to be a celebration re-opening the local historical trails, including the eastern section of the HBC.
Attending this meeting was Hope resident, Kelly Pearce; he was so intrigued by the trail and the history…I knew I had found the person I was looking for. Kelly had been a Naturalist in Manning Park so he already knew of the rich history of the Cascade Mountains. From that meeting on, our paths started to wind back and forth, crossing at different times over the next two years. We corresponded by email, shared photographs, exchanged maps and books.  

Then in the summer of 2009, a group of ten of us headed to Hope to try and locate the trail and hike it east.  We had arranged for Neil McDiarmid to shuttle us to Hope and pick us up four days later at Jacobson Lake. Nine friends of mine joined me in this adventure and helped locate the trail and hiked (more like bushwhacked) it back to Palmer’s Pond. The rest of the trail did exist; all it needed was some maintenance. 
Now it was back to Hope to see Kelly Pearce and the Hope Mountain Centre for Outdoor Learning. This time with Sharon Anderson’s amazing photographs of the hike along the trail, they took one look at the pictures and the rest is history. 

For the past two years I have been working closely with Kelly and the Hope group restoring the western section of trail and adding some much needed infra-structure. A large group of volunteers have helped with all sorts of maintenance and campsite construction on the east end. 
The eastern section is well maintained by the back Country Horsemen of BC and most of the facilities and trails were upgraded in 2008 for the BC 150 celebrations. The only work that really needs to be done is the access past Lodestone Lake. It would be great if we could fix up the environmental damage along the jeep road and make it drivable for people accessing the trail on the Tulameen Plateau. 
If anyone would like to volunteer out on the trail please give me a call @ 250-295-7295 or email me @ kacook@persona.ca . Progress and trail reports are available on Hope Mountain Centre for Outdoor Learning’s website @   www.hopemountain.org and click on trails.

